THE SMOGGY REPUBLIC:

Tobacco lobbying in France during 5 years
of Chirac presidency and 5 years of Sarkozy
presidency :

from the best to the worst

Author : Bertrand Dautzenberg
Preface : Gérard Dubois
Contributor : Pascal Diethelm

Book published in French on April 4" 2012

OFTA-Edition Paris
www.ofta-asso.fr

Over the last decade, French politicians at the highest level of the State have
demonstrated their power and influence on tobacco control policies, alternating the

best and the worst decisions, leading economical, social and sanitary consequences.

Both presidents, Jacques Chirac and Nicolas Sarkozy are from the same political side;
they have had the same majority in National Assemblies, and they have had, to some
extent, the same ministry of Health. The only difference between them, in terms of
tobacco control, is that one president has closed the door to tobacco lobbyists, while
the second left the same door open in violation of the article 5.3 of WHO Framework
Convention for Tobacco Control (FCTC).

More specifically, from 2002 to 2007, during the five-year term of Jacques Chirac,
France has experienced one of the best improvements ever seen in the world, as far as
tobacco control is concerned. These changes happened without any clash, excepted a
tew minor events generated by the tobacconists, more or less controlled by the tobacco
industry, while overall revenues of these tobacconists did not stop increasing. In any
case, these results led to a significant drop from 82 to 54 billion of cigarettes sold
within 18 months, a 76% decrease in daily smoking rate in Paris 12-15 year old
schoolchildren, a 23% reduction in smoking among 17 year old adolescents according
the Escapad national survey, a decline by 4% of daily smokers in adults according to
Inpes, an estimate of 20 000 lives saved, according the leaders of the National Medecin
Academy and fresh air for all after the total smoking ban in public places and at work
decided in November 2006. During this period the tobacco lobbyists have tried to act
against price increases and total ban as in some other countries, but president Jacques
Chirac (who had officially declared war to tobacco in March 2003) has increased taxes
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by 39% in 18 months increasing at the same time the price of the most popular packs
by 1,4€ and closed them the door.

In total opposition to this policy, during Nicolas Sarkozy’s term, between 2007 and
2012, France has not known any significant benefit in tobacco control. Anybody
concerned by the question is able to notice the stability in cigarette sales at more or less
54 billions per year. Among 12-15 years old schoolchildren smoking rate has increased
by 35% between 2006 and 2011. The National Survey Eswpad on 17 years old
adolescents confirms an increase of 9% between 2008 and 2011. Adult smoking rate
has shown a relative increase of 7% according to Inpes. Thus, this catastrophic policy in
terms of tobacco control led to disastrous results with 10 000 lives of smokers not
saved. At the same time, the tobacconists have collected, between 2007 and 2011, a
cumulative additional amount of revenues of 1.055 billion euros, despite the same
number of cigarettes sold during the period. Within the same period, the tobacco
industry got 562 million euros more revenues. The increase of the price of most
popular cigarettes brands has been then of 1.2 € and was planned to increase up to 1.6
€ by small 6% steps organized by the tobacco industry. This "open door policy" to the
tobacco industry has led president Nicolas Sarkozy to compete with the Dutch minister
of Health, Edith Schippers (who run a shameful promotion of tobacco in the
Netherlands) for receiving the “Dirty European Ashtray”. This gives a distressing
caricature of the submission of France to
the desiderata of tobacco lobbyists.

This new book, a difficult inquiry into the
tobacco lobby world, will be published on
April 4" 2012, a few weeks before the

French elections. The author, Pr. Bertrand Bertrand Dautzenberg st
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* anticipation 2012 Jacques Chirac Nicolas Sarkozy
Presidency mandate Presidency mandate
**estimation Pr Gérard Dubois 2002-2007 2007-2012
-
= 3,50 €>5,00€ 5,00 € = 6,20 € (6,70€%)
a Price of most popular cigarettes A2 +1,50 € +1,2€ (1,70€%)
packs Sl
+39 % (relative increaes) (+34%*)
" 82Md € > 54 Md € 54 Md € = 54 Md €
. - No ch
') Cigarettes annuel sales AR R 28 ae o change
-32%
[ L] Daily smoking rate in 2002-2007 2007-2011
(7] ] 12-15 year-old Parisian AN 11.9% > 3,1% 29 31% > 41%
schoolchildren A . .
(source :Paris sans tabac) -76 % (relative decrease) +35 % (relative decrease)
[ L] Daily smoking rate in 2002-2007 2007-2011
.‘ 16-19 year-old Parisian R 38,7% > 23,1% 2 23,1% > 23,3%
schoolchildren . L
(source :Paris sans tabac) -23 % (relative decrease) +1 %(relative increase)
@ % 2002-2008 2008-2011
. Daily smoker at 17 year old 39,5% => 28,9% 28,5% = 31,5%
(Source Escapad, National) AN ?
-27 %(relative decrease) +9 % (relative increase)
[ L] . . 2000-2005 2005-2010
()] 2EL JENE S U] 28.3% > 27,3% 27.3% > 29,1%
_population A A7
(Barometre Inpes) -4 % (relative decrease) +7 % (relative increase)
% Life preserved or not
(estimation from National academy of 20 000 lives saved** AN 10 000 lives not saved**
medicine representant)
>
" Indoor PM2.5 pollution 80% 2 Trend to increase
4 > 15 pg/m? one but no suffisant datas
- 2001-2007 2006-2012
K . . 22 .
. Tobacco industry profits 2 6 Mds €
(estimation) (estimation)
2006-2011
-cf- 2001-2007 (2006-2012%)
aig 22
+562 M €
(+1 Md €°)
2> 2006-2012 2006-2011 (2006-2012%)
h* Variation of income of dealers of AP »
—r Tobacco 7 +624 million €
(+1,024 Md €°)
<» ) 2008-2011
ili 2003-2007 g (2011-2016*)tear
2 +650 million €
(+70 M €/year®)
-C‘Ib- 2006-2012 A7 2006-2011 (2006-2012%)
[ ] + 2 +1,055 million €
(+1,370 Md €*)
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