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MISSIONS

• Founded in 1868

• Small organisation 

• But gathering 

different kinds of 

expertises re TC

• Member of FCA, 

SFP

• In support for the 

adoption of efficient 

TC measures

• In support for the 

implementation and 

enforcement of TC 

measures

Litigations and 

public health

jurisprudence 



France :  a high level of smoking prevalence
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France in Europe



Trend of evolution

Source Catherine Hill, Le contrôle du prix du tabac en France, Institut Gustave Roussy
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Weaknesses of TC in France – Report of the Cour 

des Comptes in 2012-2013

- Globally : there were no pilot, no objectives, no strategy, 

no means, no coordination. 

- Means  were used to support tobacco retailers and not to 

fight against smoking because of the interference of the 

tobacco lobby ;

- France adopted scattered measures but without 

communication campaigns, without control to check if they 

were really enforced, 

a a weak efficacy

a a symbol of a lack of political will

- Ex : Graphic warning,

Small and insufficient increases of prices, 

Ban of sale to minors



Objectives

- By 2020 : -10% of smokers

- By 2025 : Smoking prevalence < 20%

- By 2032 : Non smoking generation

3 Orientations 

- Prevention : protection of young people

- Support for smokers to quit

- Actions regarding the economy of tobacco

PNRT – TPD : a new deal



- Advertising ban on POS,

- Ban of patronage, CSR,

+ Obligation of 

transparency re lobbying 

- Smoking ban in cars in presence 

of minors

+ Smoking ban in children’s 

playground

Illustration of new measures



- Obligation for the tobacco retailer to ask 

for ID card proving the majority  

- Extension of bodies in charge of control 

for the enforcement : ability for local 

police agents 

- Restriction for the installation of new 

tobacco retailers 

- Ratification of the protocol against illicite 

trade of tobacco products

Illustration of new measures



- Transposition of the TPD : ban of attractive 

aromas

- Extension of professionals who are allowed 

to prescribe NRT (see nurses, midwives, 

physiotherapists, dentists)

- Increase for the reimbursement for 

treatment for smoking cessation

- Campaigns 

Illustration of new measures



Emblematic provisions : a plain packaging 

and plain product



Promotional names & trademarks



- Process of 

« homologation of prices » 

Co - authorisation budget and health minister



- Cost of smoking : 

health burden

+ public budget : roughly 10 billions euros / year

+ social cost : 120 billion / year

- Political principle : a polluter tax

= the tobacco industry must contribute 

- Difficulty : price transfert

- Solution : a tax on wholesaler earmarked to TC

A funds for tobacco control



- A comprehensive strategy with 

evolutive provisions,

A support from good practices in 

other countries

- A strong political will,

& a political support at the highest 

level,

- A good coordination between health 

cabinet, health administration, civil 

society and a group of MPs

Teachings from the French experience / TC



- The protection of public 

health policies regarging the 

tobacco lobby. The use of third 

parties.

- No discord among health 

stake holders

a Capacity to mobilise a large 

coalition, victims of tobacco

aA strong support from 

experts

- A capacity to resist  to all kinds 

of attacks, including challenges 

of provisions (several legal 

challenges still pending)

Teachings from the French experience / TC



- Protection of TC provisions beyond possible political

changes ;

- The appropriation and involvment of all concerned

stakeholders for efficient actions (health professionals, 

local authorities, control bodies etc.) ;

- The enforcement of all the adopted provisions ;

- Inclusion of a dynamic fiscal policy

Nowadays : many things to monitor and do



- Denormalisation of smoking in France

Still a long way …

« We do not see the brand. What we 

have to do is just to have and show 

cigarettes, visible, on screen»

JD Bourgeois, Magager Place to Be 

Media re contract  with Imperial 

Tobacco



… but it works

Consumption

of young people

Evolution of tobacco sales

Sources: ESPAD 2015 & 

HBSC 2014
Source : OFDT
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