
1990- chest physician

• Red Cross Hospital: COPD & Lung cancer
• Smoking cessation : self help book: Netherlands stop! Smoking & 

book on Motivational Interviewing
• 2013 Netherlands Cancer Institute- Lung Cancer 
• IASLC Tobacco Comittee & Lung Cancer
• Chair  Youth Smoking Prevention Foundation 2009
• Law suit against the State WHO FCTC 5.3 2015
• Member Endgame Tobacco  & Smokefree Generation Alliance

25-03-17 ECTOH Porto SOS 



Youth Smoking Prevention 
Foundation
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The Foundation seeks to limit and prevent the use
of tobacco –especially- by children and youngsters
in order to ultimately turn tobacco use into history. 

A second statutory goal to which the Foundation 
subscribes is to contribute to civil knowledge and
understanding of the dangers of tobacco use as well 
as the denormalisation of its use.



Replacement smokers 
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Netherlands in numbers

2015 38,1 % of the Dutch youth between 20 
and 30 years smoked (60,1 % on a daily basis )

(Of the total disease burden in the Netherlands 13,1 % is 
attributable to smoking. In 2015 12.217 people were diagnosed with
lung cancer. In 2014 48.400 people were diagnosed with COPD.

Low intensity smoking for many years mortality >) 
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Netherlands in numbers: small 
country, big in tobacco

• > 50 %-66%   of the smokers die because of a 
disease caused by smoking (Doll& Peto) 

• 20.000 people die annually because of a 
disease caused by smoking
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“In a way I am immortal”-JC
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• The Stichting Rookpreventie Jeugd [Dutch Youth
Smoking Prevention Foundation]

• Mrs Anne Marie van Veen

• Mrs Lia Breed

• Dutch Cancer Foundation  KWF 24-3-2017

• + 1600  patients
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Criminal law suit against the big 4 9-
2016 Prosecutor: criminalisation



• Not a civil law suit (criminal law suit, not about
money!) 

• Learning from international law suits

• First time ever globally

• Funding by the Dutch Cancer Foundation & 
NTVG: Dutch Medical Organisation
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www.sick of Smoking.nl  grass root 

• > 21.000 “fans” photo and text

• Press charges : over 1600 patients

• Information about Tobacco Industry Tactics

• Interviews 

• English 2017
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Anne Marie van Veen 
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Mother of 4 
43 years of age
2014 lung cancer, stage IV 

She started smoking when
she was 15
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• The most important goal for her in filing this
suit is to protect her children and all children
from a similar fate. 
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Lia Breed –age 66, COPD IV

Numerous prior attempts at quitting smoking 
failed

2000/2001 Lia Breed serious complaints of 
COPD, which forced her to be hospitalized many
times

2006 she quit smoking

Her complaints are now so serious that she is in 
effect invalidated and confined to her home. 
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Lia Breed 

• In filing this complaint she also seeks to
protect teenagers from the devastating
consequences of tobacco use. 
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Mr Benedicte Ficq
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lawyer B.L.M. Ficq, at Meijering Van Kleef Ficq
& Van der Werf Advocaten in Amsterdam



I hereby report a series of crimes 
committed by the four

biggest tobacco manufacturers

• Philip Morris International (i.a. Marlboro, L&M, Chesterfield, 
and Philip Morris) 

• British American Tobacco (i.a. Lucky Strike, Pall Mall and Kent) 

• Japan Tobacco International (i.a. Camel and Winston) 

• Imperial Tobacco Benelux (i.a. Van Nelle, Drum, Gauloises and
West), as 

against the de facto leaders of these tobacco companies, 
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1.

For attempted murder, alternatively attempted
manslaughter and/or attempted severe and
premeditated physical abuse and/or attempted
deliberate and premeditated injuring of health.
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The premeditation being the comprehensive, 
decade-long and continued production and sale 
of addictive tobacco products in the 
Netherlands which when used addictively, as 
intended by the tobacco industry, seriously
harm one’s health and cause severe physical
injury, including death. 
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Smoking russian roulette 
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2. Addiction: brain disease

• The powerful addictive substance in tobacco, 
is nicotine. 

• Nicotine dependence is included in the 
International Classification of Diseases (ICD-
10). Nicotine dependence is also included in 
the DSM-V [a manual used by physicians to diagnose and classify

mental disorders] and consequently considered as a (mental) disorder 
(tobacco use disorder). 
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Addiction : brain disease

• Nicotine is a very addictive substance, on a 
physical as well as on a psychological level. 
The strength of the addictive effect of 
nicotine is equated in scientific literature
with that of other substances such as heroin
and cocaine.

On average, the younger a person starts to smoke the more addicted that
person becomes
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• Especially youngsters are very vulnerable
considering that they are going through a 
biological growth stage during which the 
brain is still developing and is more sensitive
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> 70 substances in tobacco smoke are 
carcinogenic

• Cigarettes are for 30 % composed out of 
added substances

• Sugar makes the taste more attractive & one
of the combustion products of sugar
(acetaldehyde) enhances the addictive effect 
of nicotine 

• Added ammonia-based chemicals elevate
nicotine uptake in the brain
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The Science of the Tobacco Industry

• The tobacco industry evidently is fully
knowledgeable about the serious health 
harms the use of their tobacco products
causes. That is demonstrated by what the 
tobacco manufacturers (‘the big four’) state 
on their websites

25-03-17 ECTOH Porto SOS 



The Tobacco Industry: 

• “ Smoking causes serious diseases and is 
addictive “  (Philip Morris )

• "Smoking cigarettes is addictive and it can be
very difficult to quit.”  ( Imperial Tobacco)
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Deadly by Design
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A cigarette is a biomedical
scientifically developed product 
aimed at delivering a substance
(nicotine) as fast as possible,  (a 
drug delivery device) linked to
refined marketing, lobbying and
publicity strategies.



3. Mislead consumer

This submission also includes reporting of forgery since
the tobacco manufacturers have for years declared

emission levels of tar, nicotine and carbon monoxide 
(TNCO) on the packages of their tobacco products

which were lower than the actual emission levels when
the tobacco products are used as intended, to which
end the tobacco manufacturers have deliberately

misled the compulsory laboratory tests. 
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Lips & fingers close ventilation holes
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Consultant Jeffrey Wigand
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Media  & national TV 2016-2017

• All national newspapers, medical journals

• All national television programs  

• Visit to the Prosecutors:  “we are taken it very
seriously , so does the tobacco industry”
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2016-2017

• First announcement tv april 2016

• Prosecutor september 2016

• 24-3-2017 Dutch Cancer Foundation files charges

• April 2017 Prosecutors will decide to prosecute

• If no: article 12 procedure 
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Criminal lawsuits by every country?
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www.sickofsmoking.nl @Wdekanter
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http://www.sickofsmoking.nl

